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Dear reader, 

For the purpose of this issue I invited the visual and graphic artist Georgios Plastok 

to design the magazine entirely with illustrations emerging from the text that was 

written for the project phrases.

Phrases is a performance that brings text as an auditory and visual element on stage. 

The piece is proposed as a multitude of text, movement and music. In the course of 

the piece the various mediums are attributed with different levels of significance. Using 

the integration of audio description and subtitles as a starting point into the creation 

process, phrases delves into the unseen, taking the audience to an imaginary tour 

from the inside of the body, to the theatre space, and progressively around the city. 

My research was developed upon a writing practice. Later on, parts of my text were 

transformed into lyrics and resulted in an original music composition. This text occupies 

the stage by being projected on vinyl screens and aluminium venetian blinds. Words 

and phrases become performative mediums, co-existing with the dancer’s moving 

body.

My aim is to question definitions, forms, meanings, and descriptions and to propose 

various readings of one text. Consequentially, I thought of this magazine as an addi-

tional version of the text through a digital and illustrative narration of it. Looking at 

Georgios’ previous works, I was impressed by their multidimensional scale and the 

layers he uses to situate a space inside another, creating diverse zones within one 

image. On the following pages I invite you to discover the artistic visual interpretation 

of phrases by Georgios Plastok!

- Venetsiana Kalampaliki
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Being invited to create a visual narrative for Venetsiana Kalampaliki’s phrases was 

an exciting challenge for me. Venetsiana’s work uses all its components as narrative 

elements, be they internal or external to the project’s current presentation: from the 

morphology and history of a stage to the experience and gestures of the audience. 

Phrases, in my opinion, possesses the gift of incorporating its contexts. My contribution 

to the project uses the pre-existing narrative of the piece as its main body and it 

additionally comments on the page as a stage. The page is treated here as a spatial 

narrative device linked to the act of reading, where the narrated action takes place in 

front of the reader-spectator. The reader comes in contact with the page-stage, which 

gives its place to a mental space of narrated actions. These actions are then decon-

structed and abstracted as symbols, only to be recomposed later on as definitions. 

In its turn, this mental space becomes again a page or/and a stage. The present is 

restored, but the work becomes part of it as lived experience. The process that I used 

for designing the images reveals its own materiality, be it certain software, pixels, or ink. 

These materials, too, become parts of the anatomy of gestures that give phrases its 

place in our world. In order to use the said symbols in my artwork, I recreated them 

as pictograms by using a heavily modified version of classic dance notation. My images 

add to the symbols’ definitions. My palette and several forms found in the images are 

inspired by the place where this project is being presented for the first time: Hamburg 

and Kampnagel. 

Finally, I am looking forward to seeing from which contexts phrases might incorporate 

elements in the future and I wish that the reader enjoys their navigation in these pages 

as much as we enjoyed creating them!

- Georgios Plastok
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About Venetsiana Kalampaliki

Based in Hamburg and Athens, the

dancer and choreographer is a grad-

uate of the School of Economics and 

Political Sciences of the University 

of Athens and the Greek National 

School of Dance and continues her 

research with a Master in Fine Arts 

at the Athens School of Fine Arts. 

Her collaborations extend in the 

fields of contemporary dance, digital 

and visual arts, performance and 

disability arts alongside the develop-

ment of her personal artistic practice. 

Her latest project Re-call was pre-

sented at the 7th New Choreographers 

Festival of the Onassis Stegi, the 

Holland Dance Festival and is currently 

on tour.

About Georgios Plastok

Having studied at the School of 

Fine Arts in Athens and ENSAD 

Paris, the visual and graphic artist 

based in Hamburg has an interna-

tional approach towards creation. 

His work often revolves around the 

representation of memory through 

the appropriation of industrial media 

technology. 

He is the author of four artist’s books 

and has participated in several col-

lective publications, exhibitions and 

Art Book Fairs. In 2020, he worked 

for the brand creation of the critically 

acclaimed immersive theater play 

Sterben in Oberhausen in Germany. 

During 2019 he participated in the 

collective exhibition The Journey at 

the National Bank of Greece Cultural 

Foundation, and in the Paris Ass Book 

Fair at Palais de Tokyo.

https://georgiosplastok.com/

See the show phrases live at Kampnagel 31 March at 7.30 pm, 01 April at 8.30 pm and 

02 April at 7 pm.

Check out the teaser here.

Enjoy the show online as part of Tanzhochdrei digital on 21 April at 7.30 pm

Current information and our newsletter are available via www.k3-hamburg.de
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Join us on 

facebook: www.facebook.com/K3Hamburg 

instagram: www.instagram.com/k3.tanzplan.hamburg
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